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UN Sustainable Development Goals

Swiss Re Group Sustainability Strategy
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Integrating sustainability into underwriting
at a deal and portfolio level 
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*This framework applies to our re/insurance transactions where information granularity is available and allows for a 
meaningful ESG risk assessment.

ESG Risk Framework* 
applied to underwriting

Managing the downside 
risks

Embracing the 
opportunities 

and creating value

Underwriting addressing 
sustainability challenges



ESG Risk Framework
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The UN SDGs 
provide goals 

against which we 
can measure our 

progress
step-by-step 
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Underwriting portfolio assessment 
using the UN SDGs: 
one way we embed sustainability into 
underwriting portfolio management

Identify risks & opportunities

Identify actions to take

Measure impact
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Advancing the net-zero transition
a selection of examples from 2022

Europe
Credit protection for a 

German bank for 
renewable energy

Asia
Harnessing Nepal’s  

hydropower potential

Asia
Expanding South Korea’s 
offshore wind capacity
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Building societal resilience
a selection of examples from 2022

L&H
Expanding access to life, 
disability & critical illness 
insurance for individuals 

living with HIV

Africa
Better access to health 
insurance with hospital 
cash microinsurance for 

women

Latin America
Supporting the 

reforestation of  Brazil’s 
Atlantic rainforest
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ESG & SDG

Assess commercial portfolios and single 
risks according to ESG dimensions

ESG assessment

Quantify underwriting and operational 
impact on insurance SDGs

SDG Analytics

Assess the link between environment     
and commercial activities

Biodiversity & Ecosystem 
Services index

Sustainability analytics

Physical risk

Exposure benchmarking of all property 
portfolios to different aspects 

of climate change

Climate Risk Score

Evaluate the impact of climate risk
scenarios on property portfolios

Climate risk scenario analysis

Assessing the exposure of property port-
folios to current natural hazard conditions

Current hazard assessment

Transition risk

Evaluate and compare the GHG intensity 
of commercial portfolios 

GHG intensity benchmarking 
for all commercial portfolios

Analyse the impact of net-zero transition 
actions on to insurance demand for your 

commercial portfolios

Assess the transition risk

Evaluate and compare the GHG intensity  
of motor portfolios 

GHG intensity benchmarking for 
personal motor portfolios



Thank you!

Doris Pöpplein
Sustainability Markets Lead

Contact us

Doris_Poepplein@swissre.com
+41 43 285 68 66

Follow us

Sustainability | Swiss Re

mailto:Doris_Poepplein@swissre.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/swiss-re/
https://www.youtube.com/swissretv
https://www.instagram.com/swiss_re_group/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/SwissRe
https://www.swissre.com/sustainability.html
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Legal notice

©2023 Swiss Re. All rights reserved. You may use this presentation for private or internal purposes but note 
that any copyright or other proprietary notices must not be removed. You are not permitted to create any 
modifications or derivative works of this presentation, or to use it for commercial or other public purposes, 
without the prior written permission of Swiss Re.

The information and opinions contained in the presentation are provided as at the date of the presentation 
and may change. Although the information used was taken from reliable sources, Swiss Re does not accept 
any responsibility for its accuracy or comprehensiveness or its updating. All liability for the accuracy and 
completeness of the information or for any damage or loss resulting from its use is expressly excluded. 
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